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Gujarat’s Pithora Painting Receives GI Tag, Empowering Rathwa Tribal Artisans
Madhya Pradesh’s Rupakheda Village Becomes New Model Of Modern Farming
Delhi Govt Announces Rs 7.5 Lakh Compensation For Families Of Prisoners Dying Unnaturally In Jail
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India finish Commonwealth Games 2026 in fourth place with 39 medals
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Gujarat’s Pithora Painting Receives Gl Tag, Empowering Rathwa Tribal Artisans
Pithora Painting received the Geographical Indication (GI) Tag in 2026, recognising its unique cultural identity and
geographical origin.
Community: The painting is traditionally practised by the Rathwa tribal community (also associated with Bhil and
Nayak tribes) of eastern Gujarat.
Nature of Art: It is a ritualistic tribal wall painting, usually created on the walls of houses as an offering to Baba Pithora,
the tribal deity.
Occasion: The paintings are made during important occasions such as marriages, childbirth, good harvest, prosperity,
fulfilment of wishes, and religious ceremonies.
Painting Features: The artwork depicts horses, the Sun, Moon, animals, birds, trees, humans, and scenes from tribal
life using natural and vibrant colours.
Significance of GI Tag: The GI recognition protects the authenticity of Pithora Painting, preserves tribal cultural

heritage, and enhances the livelihood opportunities of tribal artisans
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Madhya Pradesh’s Rupakheda Village Becomes New Model Of Modern Farming
Rupakheda village in Dhar district, Madhya Pradesh, has emerged as the ‘Mini Holland of Madhya Pradesh’ due to its
large-scale flower cultivation.

Traditional to Modern Farming: Farmers shifted from traditional crops such as wheat, gram, maize, and soybean to
protected horticulture.

Major Crops: Farmers now cultivate roses, gerbera, lilies, and high-quality vegetables under protected farming.
Protected Farming Infrastructure: The village has established 44 polyhouses and 13 shade net houses.

Government Scheme: Farmers received financial assistance under the Mission for Integrated Development of
Horticulture (MIDH) of the Government of India for setting up polyhouses and shade net houses.

Benefits: Protected farming has increased crop production, improved quality, conserved water, and enhanced farmers'
income.

Model Village: With support from the Horticulture Department and adoption of modern farming techniques, Rupakheda
has become a successful model of protected farming in Madhya Pradesh.
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Delhi Govt Announces Rs 7.5 Lakh Compensation For Families Of Prisoners Dying Unnaturally

In Jail
» The Delhi Government notified the Prisoners’ Unnatural Death Compensation Scheme to provide compensation to the

next of kin/legal heirs of prisoners who die an unnatural death in Delhi prisons.
» Implementing Department: The scheme was notified by the Home Department, Government of Delhi.
» Maximum Compensation: The scheme provides compensation of up to ¥7.5 lakh, depending on the circumstances of the
case.
» %5 Lakh Compensation: A compensation of X5 lakh is payable in cases involving:
= Negligence by prison officials/staff
= Negligence by medical or paramedical personnel
= Prisoner suicide

» Applicability: The scheme applies only to cases of unnatural death
occurring in Delhi prisons on or after the date of notification.

» Guidelines: The scheme was notified in accordance with the
National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) guidelines.

» Objective: The scheme aims to provide timely relief to affected @
families while strengthening transparency, accountability, human

dignity, and the rule of law in prison administration.
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Assam CM Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma Launches Orunodoi 3.0 Disbursement
Assam Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma launched the first disbursement of Orunodoi 3.0 for the Financial
Year 2026-27.
Scheme: Orunodoi is the flagship Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) social welfare scheme of the Government of Assam.
Beneficiaries: The scheme covers more than 37 lakh women beneficiaries across Assam.
Financial Assistance: Eligible women receive 1,250 per month through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).
Special Flood Relief: Beneficiaries in the flood-affected districts of Sivasagar, Charaideo, Golaghat, and Jorhat received
%2,500 each as a special relief measure.
Major Reform: Orunodoi 3.0 introduced an Aadhaar-linked payment system to eliminate duplication and ensure benefits
are transferred directly to Aadhaar-linked bank accounts.
Objective: The scheme aims to strengthen women's financial security and promote inclusive socio-economic
development in Assam.
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Sri Lanka confers highest state honour on violin maestro L Subramaniam
» Violin maestro Dr. L. Subramaniam was conferred Sri Lanka’s highest State honour.
» Conferred By: The honour was presented on behalf of Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake and Prime
Minister Harini Amarasuriya by Hiniduma Sunil Senevi, Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs.

» Recognition: He was honoured for his:

= Qutstanding contribution to Indian classical music

* Pioneering work in the Global Fusion genre

= Role in strengthening cultural ties and exchanges between India and Sri Lanka
» Indian Honour: Dr. L. Subramaniam is a recipient of the Padma Vibhushan, India's second-highest civilian award.
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Arunachal Pradesh Launches E-Bhavishya Pension System

» The Government of Arunachal Pradesh rolled out the e-Bhavishya Pension Sanction and Tracking System.

> Nature: It is a paperless digital platform designed to streamline pension processing and ensure timely retirement
benefits for government employees.

» Developed For: The platform was developed for the Department of Audit & Pension, Government of Arunachal Pradesh.

» Training: A 3-day training programme was conducted by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) for officials from 25
pilot departments.

> Features: The system digitises the entire pension process, reduces paperwork, minimises delays and errors, and
enables real-time tracking of pension cases.

» Objective: The initiative supports Chief Minister Pema Khandu’s vision of digital governance by improving efficiency,
transparency, and timely pension delivery.
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GoAP Launches ‘e-Bhavishya’ to
Ensure Timely Pension Payments.
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Varsha Ashok Aglawe becomes first woman GSI Director General in 176-year history

» Varsha Ashok Aglawe assumed charge as the S4th Director General (DG) of the Geological Survey of India (GSI) under
the Ministry of Mines (MoM).

» Historic Achievement: She became the first woman Director General of the Geological Survey of India (GSI) in its
176-year history.

» Succeeded: She succeeded Asit Saha, who served as DG, GSI from 27 July 2024 to 31 July 2026.

» Priority Areas: Her focus will be on critical mineral exploration, mineral security, offshore exploration, and
strengthening geoscientific infrastructure.

» Previous Position: Before assuming the post, she served as Additional Director General (ADG) & Head of Department
(HOD), Eastern Region, Kolkata, West Bengal.

» Career: She joined the Geological Survey of India (GSI) in 1992 after serving in the Indian Bureau of Mines (IBM).

> Expertise: She is a geoscientist specialising in Palaeontology and Palynology, with significant contributions to the study of
Late Cretaceous—Palaeocene sediments, Cretaceous—Tertiary (K-T) boundary, and Satpura—Gondwana basins.

VARSHA ASHOK AGLAWE 4
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Former Army Chief General VN Sharma passes away at the age of 96
> General Vishwa Nath Sharma (Retd.), former Chief of Army Staff (COAS) of the Indian Army (IA), passed away at the
age of 91 in New Delhi, Delhi.
» COAS Tenure: He served as the 14th Chief of Army Staff (COAS) from 1 May 1988 to 30 June 1990.
» Military Career: He had a distinguished military career spanning over four decades, serving in several command and
leadership roles in the Indian Army.
> Historic Achievement: Commissioned into the 16th Light Cavalry in 1950, he became the first President’s
Commissioned Officer after Independence to rise to the position of Chief of Army Staff.
» Gallantry & Service Honours: He was awarded:
= Ati Vishisht Seva Medal (AVSM) — 1977
= Param Vishisht Seva Medal (PVSM) — 1986
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Franco Baresi, iconic Milan and Italy legend, dies aged 66
» Franco Baresi, legendary Italian footballer and AC Milan captain, passed away at the age of 66 in Milan, Italy.
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Birth: Born on 8 May 1960 in Travagliato, Lombardy, Italy.
» Club Career: Played for AC Milan from 1977-1997, making 719 official appearances and serving as captain for 15
seasons. :

» Major Club Titles: During his career with AC Milan, Franco Baresi won 6
Serie A titles, 3 European Cup/UEFA Champions League titles, 2
Intercontinental Cups, 2 UEFA Super Cups, and 4 Supercoppa Italiana
titles. ,

> International Career: Earned 81 caps for Italy and was part of the 1982 FIFA & p !:a
World Cup-winning team. He also captained Italy to the 1994 FIFA World 8
Cup Final, where Italy finished runners-up to Brazil.

» Awards & Recognition: Finished as Ballon d’Or runner-up (1989).

» Historic Recognition: AC Milan retired his No. 6 jersey, becoming the first . k
Italian football club to retire a shirt number in honour of a player. f FOOtbG" m urns as Italy,

AC Milanicon Franco Baresi
die’s at 66
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Padma Shri awardee Hindi writer Kailash Chandra Pant dies at 90
» Renowned Hindi writer Kailash Chandra Pant passed away at the age of 90 in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.
Birth: Born on 26 April 1936 in Mhow, Indore district, Madhya Pradesh.
» Padma Shri: He was conferred the Padma Shri (2026) in the field of Literature and Education for his outstanding
contribution to Hindi literature and education.

A\

» Career: He served as a lecturer at Union Theological Seminary, Indore, later became Principal of the Panchayat Raj
Training Centre, Bhopal, and subsequently devoted himself to literary and cultural activities.

» Literary Role: He served as Director of Hindi Bhavan, Bhopal, was associated with the Madhya Pradesh
Rashtrabhasha Prachar Samiti (MPRPS), and edited literary journals such as Shiksha Pradeep, Jandharma, and
Durgami Ahwan.

»> Notable Works: His prominent literary works include Kaun Kiska Aadmi,
Dhundh Ke Aar-Paar, Shabd Ka Vichar-Path, and Shailesh Matiyani: Srijan
Yatra.

» Other Honours: He was also honoured with the Sahitya Bhushan Samman,
Nirala Sahitya Samman, Sahitya Shiromani Samman, and Sanskriti Gaurav
Samman.
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17-year-old Tanvi Sharma becomes youngest-ever winner of BWF Taipei Open Super 300

» Tanvi Sharma (17) became the youngest-ever champion in the history of the BWF Taipei Open (Super 300) across all
categories at the age of 17 years and 222 days.

» Title: She won her maiden BWF World Tour Super 300 title by defeating Nguyen Thuy Linh (Vietnam) in the women's
singles final with a score of 21-16, 21-16.

» Indian Milestone: She became the first Indian champion at the Taipei Open in 18 years, after Saina Nehwal, who won
the title in 2008.

» Tournament: The Taipei Open is a BWF World Tour Super 300 badminton tournament.

TANVI SHARMA

HISTORY MADE

YOUNGEST WINNER IN TAIPEI OPEN HISTORY
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‘Milestones in the History of Telangana’ released at ATA Meet

» The book “Milestones in the History of Telangana” was released during the 19th American Telugu Association (ATA)
Conference 2026 held at the Baltimore Convention Center, Baltimore, USA.

» Author: The book was authored by Dr. E. Sivanagi Reddy, noted archaeologist and CEO of Pleach India Foundation.

> Released By: The book was unveiled by Jupally Krishna Rao, Tourism, Culture & Excise Minister of Telangana, in the
presence of Venu Nakshatram, Chair of the ATA Literary Wing.

» Theme: The book documents the archaeological, historical, cultural, and civilisational milestones of Telangana and
highlights the state's rich heritage.

» Significance: It aims to preserve and promote Telangana’s history and cultural identity while creating awareness among
the global Telugu diaspora.

American Telugu Association
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Andhra Pradesh, Australia sign four MoUs to strengthen education, clean energy and skill

development
» The Government of Andhra Pradesh and the Government of Australia signed four Memoranda of Understanding

(MoUs) in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh.

» Focus Areas: The MoUs were signed to strengthen cooperation in clean energy, advanced manufacturing, inclusive
education, student mental health, and skill development.

» Student Mental Health Project: One of the MoUs provides for a technology-enabled pilot project on student mental
health in selected higher educational institutions.

» Implementing Agencies: The pilot project will be jointly implemented by the Andhra Pradesh State Council of Higher
Education (APSCHE) and Rebound, Australia.

» Project Features: The initiative will provide students with mental health resources, wellness assessment tools, and
virtual counselling services while ensuring privacy.

» The MoUs were signed in the presence of Nara Lokesh, Andhra
Pradesh Minister for Education, IT & Electronics, and Julian Hill,
Australia’s Assistant Minister for International Education,
Citizenship, Customs and Multicultural Affairs.

» Investment Cooperation: During the visit, Australian Assistant
Minister Julian Hill met Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, who
invited Australian institutions and businesses to expand investment and
collaboration in Andhra Pradesh.
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The Sopranos star Vincent Pastore dies aged 80

Vincent Pastore, renowned American actor, passed away at the age of 80 at his residence in Bronx, New York City, USA.
Birth: He was born in 1946 in Bronx, New York City.
Military Service: Before entering acting, he served in the United States Navy during the Vietnam War.
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Famous Role: He gained worldwide recognition for portraying Salvatore "Big Pussy'" Bonpensiero in the acclaimed
television series The Sopranos, where he played Tony Soprano’s close friend who later became an FBI informant.
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Notable Works: Apart from his iconic role in The Sopranos, Vincent Pastore appeared in films such as Goodfellas and
Carlito's Way, and television series including Law & Order, General Hospital, and Hawaii Five-O.

» Award: In 2000, Vincent Pastore and the cast of The Sopranos won the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Award for
Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series.
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4th Tri-Services Future Warfare Course Begins in New Delhi
» The 4th Tri-Services Future Warfare Course commenced on 3 August 2026 at the Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi.
Duration: The course was conducted for 4 weeks.
» Organised By: The course was conducted under the Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff (HQ IDS) and was
coordinated by the Centre for Joint Warfare Studies (CENJOWS).
» Participants: The course brought together officers from the Indian Army, Indian Navy, and Indian Air Force, along
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with representatives from government organisations, academia, industry, and strategic think tanks.

» Key Focus Areas: The curriculum covered geopolitical developments, Artificial Intelligence (AI), quantum
technologies, cyber warfare, cognitive warfare, information warfare, autonomous systems, grey-zone operations,
multi-domain operations, technology-enabled warfare, and future operations across land, maritime, air, and space
domains.

» Objective: The course aimed to promote a joint understanding of emerging operational challenges and prepare

participants for future warfare and evolving battlefield scenarios.
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India finish Commonwealth Games 2026 in fourth place with 39 medals
The 23rd Commonwealth Games were held in Glasgow, Scotland, from 23 July to 2 August 2026.
India's Overall Rank: India finished 4th in the overall medal tally with 39 medals (13 Gold, 17 Silver, 9 Bronze).
Top 3 Countries: Australia (1st), England (2nd), and Canada (3rd) topped the medal standings.
Best Performing Sport: Boxing emerged as India's most successful sport with 10 medals (7 Gold, 3 Silver), registering
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India's best-ever boxing performance at the Commonwealth Games.
Multi-Medal Winner: Gulveer Singh was the only Indian athlete to win two medals at the Games.
Medal Winners: A total of 38 Indian athletes won medals during the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games.

» Next Host: The 2030 Commonwealth Games will be hosted by Ahmedabad, Gll] arat, India.
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